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 Sunday’s lecture by Jarrett Ross (https://www.youtube.com/GeneaVlogger ), 

was quite refreshing . We learned about the migration of the Jews from 

Russia, who helped them get here, where they went, and who helped them 

succeed.  He is so fortunate that his family came with a group that stayed 

together and the descendants continue to be friends today.  The Alliance 

Colony was the first successful Jewish agricultural colony in America, founded 

in Vineland, New Jersey in 1882.  I learned a lot today! 

Jarrett provided us with a handout containing many links.  He requests that 

you go to the Alliance Colony Facebook Page and sign up if you have a 

connection to Alliance, Brotman, Norma, and other communities in S. Jersey 

region.  The Alliance Colony Geni Project focuses on the Jewish families who 

settled at Alliance Colony in Vineland, New Jersey and the surrounding 

communities including Brotmanville, Rosenhayn, Carmel, and Norma. You can 

check out https://www.geni.com/projects/The-Alliance-Colony/42642. 

The Alliance Colony continues to grow today .  William and Malya Levin 
https://mailchi.mp/0f4f6357c967/acre-newsletter-signup invite you to sign up 
for their newsletter.  Here is an invitation to their livestream Chanukah 
concert featuring the music of Ami Yares, a fellow descendant of South 
Jersey chicken farmers, now living in Philly. 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/3rd-annual-virtual-chanukah-alliance-
synagogue-live-music-by-ami-yares-tickets-131738295789 
 
This is from Jarrett:  Hello everyone! Thank you again for having me speak to 

JGASGP. If you are interested in more information about The Alliance Colony: 

Here are a few links, some of which he did not include in the handout. 

* My videos about Alliance - https://www.youtube.com/playlist... 

*Alliance Geni Project - https://www.geni.com/projects/The-Alliance-

Colony/42642 

*"First Chapter In A New Book: The Story of Brotmanville and the Alliance 

Colonies of Southern New Jersey" by Rich Brotman - 

https://vimeo.com/222691402 
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CHRONICLES, Our quarterly 

award-winning journal: 

Please submit articles to 

our Chronicles editor,  

Evan Fishman,  

 editor@jgsgp.org.  

 We all have stories  to tell! 

Deadline for the next issue 

of Chronicles is Dec. 13. 

If you want to add a hard 

copy of  Chronicles to your 

membership it is an extra 

$10. 
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2F222691402%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0iy3pjv0PSin-5q432xcHLiNrCwXQg-yL_GYsYNkMLjYuSD_725HwMO9o&h=AT146snhhUVQ_dHWcmXgGAh83SSzTizt9Ba7H9SNJsagv-UYa1ZempU5btNX8dUdVF-pOYxnnY15GSuovc9mMt9No2u1qLfZkKZViM6uab50j9pfo8681v4LZUpzqEyRTY22Kt0zfXraY8GTFj9UAM0&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3Ce1_NvrBoWfWkKmTDaegPvbgilgHtoyAF2Oc1rOBzyMcplbVomuv81bCu8IUnq_gCMf3EAE65WJwpi_qwHVVA1LRgsfnYl-s7CaWbuZXnRBxZej2GEPo76HG46J2-iChhG6zmyU8HnaiW3sBTT0WctUWhGRzx47CPMS7vaEQlDpCiayYbWfnMvhYhVlvstLihYmJ51KM0T3BJIw
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*Alliance Synagogue website - https://alliancesynagogue.org/ 

*360 Digital Image of inside the Synagogue - https://synagogues-360.anumuseum.org.il/.../tifereth-israel/ 

*Trailer for an upcoming Documentary about Alliance - 

https://www.facebook.com/1116794101830638/videos/920242081665430 

The link will be sent out for you to see what you missed.  Linda will be providing a comprehensive review in the 

winter edition of Chronicles. 

 

MyHeritage News 

Recently announced:  The release of a new colorization model for 

MyHeritage In Color™, which produces even better results when 

colorizing black and white photos!  MyHeritage In Color™ is based on 

deep-learning technology licensed by MyHeritage exclusively from 

DeOldify.   The results were rather amazing for some of my photos! 

The update was November 2020. 

 

Beginner’s Corner and Research Tips 

 I would like to introduce a new feature in our newsletter:  Thanks to Harold Kohn for his suggestion.  Each 

newsletter will have an are for beginning research and tips. We will have a comprehensive “Beginner’s Guide” for 

member’s only on our new website in 2021.  Linda, our Secretary,  has worked diligently on that document!  It has 

many research tools and links to aide us in our research journey.  I often receive requests for research help. I will try 

to offer some guidance.  

The word of the day is “document”. 

1. When starting your family research always begin with yourself. Document everything you know (that’s 

easy).   

2. Interview family members.  JewishGen.org has a section for FIRST TIMERS and offers a list of helpful 

questions. https://www.jewishgen.org/InfoFiles/Quest.html 

3. Document what you already know about your parents and your grandparents.  I have attached a family 

group sheet for your use. Document your sources.   

4. Watch some cool free 5 minute videos from JewishGen  

JewishGenhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mUufbJ5rZIA&feature=youtu.be 

5. https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Philadelphia_County,_Pennsylvania_Genealogy 
Researching in Philadelphia? This wiki page tells you what is available. Thanks to Linda for this find! 

6. Choosing the right software program to record your findings is often a dilemma.  

7. Our next lecture on December 27th, Choosing a Genealogy Software – A Comparison, is apropos. 

https://alliancesynagogue.org/?fbclid=IwAR2MInf53AiFz5fC1fGTj7L7BkgDyk_yakqOTSFARrn1UgGas4ds4mpf6p4
https://synagogues-360.anumuseum.org.il/gallery/tifereth-israel/?fbclid=IwAR2fQfrhZfGsI6YzK5pb6dCUEpIjL0yp9CfS7a0pjZHuESwFYVEz2FnJ748
https://www.facebook.com/AllianceDoc/videos/920242081665430/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWL0UiVeukrBTwO9UW0a7Aqcud1pJ_CueBZdvST5A1C2eyGX21Ziw65I5F03Ka4pcBWmgJ2c_5LjvCj9Zofnf6evIaagoUTLPrO6mA4chkQT9clo19E4hG3C7M--yui9Ssc6j5zlwIqrcTAXiHRBSmtUhTQ-GC60cOhZZcXZHh4rEA6MZgdO7NEnMGWwLQnwyo&__tn__=-UK-R
https://ht.t.hubspotemail.net/e2t/tc/VX97P86_Gt7XVnZgfw6bclKGW8ZpTlp4k7tLTMNrWnf3p_8SV1-WJV7CgZ2HW7hDlW76FZjS3V8k11M3b9G68W29PTHr37qnG2W8v3t1543hTq_W2jf08M50bV8zW8n3DNn6Zk0QdW65x8nm7VnfP3W28zX8J8hj933W9fyGNl5LkV0TW3fNbHr1c3jhLVDsyJs5wYSJ8W3x_fNM2K2kgSW2fcCpY4lyTntN4jKFZkM39MCW2Q5txb70MXWzW4_87bn8t3JhJW8rKMkP4Hf0GnW2r52cK8Yt66hW8f2M7N2YDVvSW8SlsXr2P6JmlW8xLm_P2Y25LHV_ssrB49vpzP3b3P1
https://ht.t.hubspotemail.net/e2t/tc/VX97P86_Gt7XVnZgfw6bclKGW8ZpTlp4k7tLTMNrWpr3p_b1V1-WJV7CgNmyW7Z7_J-6QSCklW6Hrzwj4dqbThW3nphBP2137jlW2xvKVT3ynNxkN8hgy2KNVQy7W13pKVD6ycXP0W2cyNgy94227SW8Zgp2j54n1BqW5wNdxv3CD-0MW1grPBf71YqGnTmW3H6WKQgnW1pwwL91mVmP5W3xttpb7ZYV0MT1tdH5dqNcxW4Z930l4b_C0YVCs07W7YsDnwW8yLhPY8sbrvDW32W40T73z1XbN20nPpRHpD0tW1K7bKQ4LfV99W6RHWtg3m9w89W8XDXtM2Yhf-mW1WG4Pg8ZPDrYW21VD808g1YjzW2tzFtf2SZLhWW8yj9Dv10kv8LW42WHR67PCT8zW8zzZ8H8yRDJYW659Fsp87xP_5W4146pW5KF8pj3nLH1
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New Website Update 

Check out our new website in progress! www.jgasgp.org.  There are pictures on a ‘slider’.  If you have old photos 

that you may want to share, Jim Meyer, our webmaster,  would be interested in hearing from you! Contact Jim 

through our current website www.jgsgp.org.  *Please do not register on the new site yet.  We are not ready! 

 

From the President’s Desk 

December is always a tough month for me.  I think a lot about my parents, Philip and Barbara Mode, z’l  who were 

both born in December (1914 and 1927) and died within days of their own birthdays.  As we have struggled this year, 

thinking about their lives and challenges has brought me comfort. I hope your reflections on your parents or 

grandparents will do the same for you.    

Philzo, as we all called my father, refused to die on his 87th birthday and made it one more day.  He had defied death 

many times before thanks to WWII, and I am certain he was not going to miss his last birthday celebration.  It was 

his last laugh.  And Mom, well, she hung around for that last Thanksgiving when we were all together in 

Massachusetts as a family to celebrate with her.  Monday morning after the holiday, I received notification that she 

had passed…peacefully, having spent her final Thanksgiving with all of her children and grandchildren.  So 

December is bittersweet indeed for me.  

However, the month of December has been a challenging  time for many Americans throughout our history.  

Washington crossed the Delaware River in December 1776 to win the Battle of Trenton which turned the tide during 

our War for Independence.   Going back exactly 79 years to December 7, 1941,  President Roosevelt told our nation 

in a radio broadcast, it (Pearl Harbor Day) was a day “that would live in infamy”.  Americans were stunned by the 

attack but in the months and years that followed, our nation rallied on the home front, in the military and in industry.  

You know, these folks have been called the Greatest Generation.   

I am sure many of our members remember the 1940’s.  My mother talked about blackout curtains, ration cards,  etc. 

In fact, one of her recollections about this period in her life related to the missing boys from her high school who 

were in the service instead.  My father promptly enlisted in the Army 9th Armored Division and fought in Belgium 

across frigid and snow-covered land in the critical Battle of the Bulge.  He spent most of his time with the 16th 

Armored Field Artillery as a forward observer in a tiny two-man piper cub plane, spotting artillery fire.  After he died, 

we discovered his service record, citations and medals:  Purple Heart, Silver Star, 2 Bronze Stars, Presidential Unit 

Citation, etc.  His heroism was part of who he was, yet he never talked much about this part of his life.  It was hidden 

away in the deep recesses of his memories.  He did what he did to serve our nation, as an extremely patriotic son 

of a Russian and German Jewish immigrants who came to America for a better life.   

 

December 2020!  I see a light at the end of the tunnel. We are coming to the end of a challenging year for the U.S. 

and the rest of the world and a year of many changes for us all.  There is even talk of a vaccine in the near future. 

Perhaps thanks to being homebound during Covid, our membership in both our society and our Facebook group 

http://www.jgasgp.org/
http://www.jgsgp.org/
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have grown in leaps and bounds. Yesterday, during our Zoom meeting, our Facebook group hit the milestone of 

1000 members!   

We have been reaching out via Survey Monkey for information from members of our society. So far, over 100 

members have responded! The skills and experiences you have shared on the survey are so impressive and diverse! 

This information will help find the right people to staff our international conference in August, inform our 

programming in general and even lead us in some new directions.  If you have not completed the survey yet, please 

do! You can submit your info by using the link Marilyn sent out to all members.   

I have one follow up request to the surveys.  A local attorney who completed our survey indicated he/she has 

written articles about Graham Nash.   I have a great personal story about him during one of his shows at the Keswick 

Theatre in Philly, so please go back into your survey and include your contact info which can still be added. I would 

love to connect with you! 

Speaking of contact info, about 30 people who completed surveys did not include their contact information which 

we still need… to reach you.  Just go back onto your original survey link and add your info. 

I would also like to wish everyone a very Happy Hannukah whether you celebrate on Zoom, Skype, Facetime, What’s 

App or in person with your loved ones.    

Felicia Mode Alexander  

 

*Future JGASGP Zoom Meetings 

Date:  Sunday, December 27, 2020 

Time:  1:00 check in, chat, and schmooze.    

Official program starts promptly at 1:30 

Speaker: Chuck Weinstein, 2019 JewishGen Volunteer of the Year 

Topic: Choosing a Genealogy Software – A Comparison 

 

Chuck is a Past President of the Jewish Genealogy Society of Long Island and co-chair of the 2016 Conference in 

Seattle. A family historian for over 25 years, he has spoken on a variety of topics in past Conferences. He has done 

extensive research on the Shoah and is writing a book on a town in Moravia that was devastated by the war. 
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There are several major software companies, and each has slightly different strong points. This lecture will focus on 

MyHeritage/Family Tree Builder and Ancestry/Family Tree Maker as well as options for Macintosh. We will examine 

the advantages of each and together build a small family tree, find relevant documents/images, attach these to the 

tree and build reports and charts. 

 

Date:  Sunday, January 17, 2021 

Time:  1:00 check in, chat, and schmooze.   Official program starts promptly at 1:30  

Speaker: Sharon Taylor, JGASGP Member 

Topic: Extra! Extra! Read All About it: Using Newspapers.com to Research Family History 

 

 

Sharon Taylor graduated from Cornell University with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Industrial and Labor 

Relations. For ten years, Taylor worked for the University of Colorado School of Medicine as a Professional Research 

Assistant.  

Taylor and her husband live outside of Philadelphia where Taylor continues writing and researching her family and 

the Jews of Galicia. She is a member of Gesher Galicia, and the Jewish Genealogical and Archival Society of Greater 

Philadelphia. Her articles have been published in their journals, on The National Library of Israel Blog, and in Jewish 

newspapers in Philadelphia and Arizona. 

Sharon Taylor’s roots lay in Mariampol, a typical small town in eastern Galicia (today western Ukraine), and 

in Philadelphia. No vital records are known to exist for the time Taylor’s family lived in Mariampol. In Philadelphia, 

it was rumored that Taylor’s family was involved in organized crime, an activity that strives to leave no trace. Turning 

to Newspapers.com Taylor explored the tale of her great-uncle's kidnapping by the Russian Army. She'll share her 

results and methodology as she tracks the struggles of Mariampol during the First World War, and finds evidence 

of her family’s colorful life in Philadelphia in the 1930’s. 

 

 

http://newspapers.com/
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Date:  Sunday, February 7, 2021  

Time:  1:00 check in, chat, and schmooze.   Official program starts promptly at 1:30 

Speaker and Producer: Ron Arons, Author and Genealogist  

Ron has presented at 14 of the past 18 IAJGS conferences on a wide variety of 

subjects and has also been behind the scenes at 4 IAJGS conferences to help 

produce "Game Show Night/Jewish Genealogy Jeopardy". Ron has traced his 

roots to Lithuania, Poland, Romania, England, Belarus, and the Ukraine. In 2006 

Ron appeared on the PBS TV series The Jewish Americans. He has published three 

books including The Jews of Sing Sing, and most recently, Mind Maps for 

Genealogy. Ron earned a B.S. in Engineering from Princeton and an MBA from the 

Univ. of Chicago. 

Topic: Game Show Night - Schpiel of Fortune – or an original Jewish themed 

gameshow with member participants 

Game Show Night is almost a tradition at the IAJGS Conference. Specifically, 

'JewPardy' (Jewish Genealogy Jeopardy) has been conducted at six previous IAJGS conferences to much acclaim. 

JewPardy is a takeoff of the standard game of 'Jeopardy' with certain twists to make more germane for Jewish 

genealogy audiences. Today, we will play “Schpiel of Fortune,” Ron’s spin-off of Wheel of Fortune. The result is an 

evening of education, jokes, mishaps, and LOTS of laughter. Not to be missed. 

 

Save the dates:  We are planning on Zoom meetings through June 2020. 

 

Date:  Sunday, February 28, 2021  

Time:  1:00 check in, chat, and schmooze.   Official program starts promptly at 1:30 

Guest Speaker:  Leora Tec https://bridgetopoland.com/about-leora  

Topic:  What are there for Jews in modern day Poland? 

 

Date:  Sunday, March 21, 2021  

Time:  1:00 check in, chat, and schmooze.   Official program starts promptly at 1:30 

Guest Speaker:  David Brill  

Topic:  Russian Rivision Lists 
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Date:  Sunday, April 11, 2021  

Time:  1:00 check in, chat, and schmooze.   Official program starts promptly at 1:30 

Guest Speaker:  Ellen Kowitt https://www.ellenkowitt.com/ 

Topic:  Comparison of the website giants for genealogy research 

 

Date:  Sunday, May 2, 2021 

Time:  1:00 check in, chat, and schmooze.   Official program starts promptly at 1:30 

Speakers: To Be Determined 

Topic:    Genealogy in the round…Ask the Experts 

 

Date:  Sunday, June 23, 2021 

Time:  1:00 check in, chat, and schmooze.   Official program starts promptly at 1:30 

Guest Speaker: TBA 

 

Zoom Meetings of Interest 

https://www.yivo.org/Calendar  Ashkenazi Jews and Chinese Food.  This program is free.   

Tuesday, Dec. 22, 2020 1 pm 

The Center for Jewish History offers numerous programs-many are free . 

https://programs.cjh.org/?utm_source=cjh.og&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=cjh-nav 
 
The Chicago Jewish Genealogical Society has a calendar of past recorded lectures free to view.  
https://jgsi.org/Events-calendar 
 
The Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston offers numerous monthly programs and previously recorded 
lectures. https://www.jgsgb.org/event 
 
ConferenceKeeper.org has many events listed for the month.  
 
MyHeritage is continuing to offer many live or recorded lectures. Even if you can’t make it to the live events, you 
can still enjoy all recorded FB Live sessions in the Videos section of the MyHeritage Facebook page. Many of the 
webinars are available for free viewing on the MyHeritage Knowledge Base. 
 

https://www.yivo.org/Calendar
https://programs.cjh.org/?utm_source=cjh.og&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=cjh-nav
https://jgsi.org/Events-calendar
/Users/MarilynGolden/Desktop/Newsletter%20October%2013,%202020%20New%20LOGO/monthly%20programs
https://www.jgsgb.org/event
https://www.facebook.com/myheritage/videos/?ref=page_internal
https://education.myheritage.com/
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Register now at JewishGen.org/live!  Many members have raved about Adam Brown’s lecture on December 2nd.  Go 
to their website to register for future programs. I also suggest registering on these websites to get timely 
information!  Feel free to post other genealogical events on our Facebook page and continue to send them to me. 

 

Chronicles 

Due date for new article submission is December 13, 2020. 

 

Membership Dues 

*Now is the time to pay your dues for 2021.  Our fiscal year runs from January 1st - December 31st, 2021.  

All new payments will go towards 2021.  Please use the attached membership form if you send a check. The form 

is also available on our website.  $10 extra for printed Chronicles! Use jgsgp.org until further notice. 

 

Volunteers 
 

Thanks to everyone who submitted responses to our Survey Monkeys.  

 

 

 

 

 

JGASGP extends condolences and well wishes to member’s families. If you know of the illness or passing of a past 

or current member, please email a link of the obituary or provide the information to me.  

 

 

 

http://jewishgen.org/live?fbclid=IwAR3p-xRRJip6RfBONP6Oa-OeiuyJ7K96kRFqnb52T3Q1TzCJiWATI0azDkQ
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Disclaimer:  The purpose of our group is to help foster research, education, collect family records and family 
connections. No political comments or advertising for services or merchandise are permitted . 

 
 
 


